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Meeting the Challenge

Once again, the Town of Mansfield Water Division
is proud to present its annual drinking water
report, covering all drinking water testing performed
between January 1 and December 31, 2015. Over
the years, the Water Division has dedicated itself to
producing drinking water that meets all state and federal
standards. We continually strive to adopt new methods
for delivering the best-quality drinking water to your
homes and businesses. As new challenges to drinking
water safety emerge, we remain vigilant in meeting the
goals of source water protection, water conservation,
and community education while continuing to serve
the needs of all of our water users.

Please remember that we are always available to assist
you, should you ever have any questions or concerns
about your water.

Important Health Information

S ome people may be more vulnerable to contaminants
in drinking water than the general population.
Immunocompromised persons such as persons with
cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS
or other immune system
disorders, some elderly,
and infants may be &\
particularly at risk
from  infections.
These people should

seek advice about
drinking  water
from their health

care providers. The
U.S. EPA/CDC
(Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention)
guidelines on appropriate
means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryprosporidium
and other microbial contaminants are available from
the Safe Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791 or
http://water.epa.gov/drink/hotline.
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Where Does My Water Come From?

he water sources for the Town of Mansfield are the

Ten Mile River Basin and the Taunton River Basin.
Mansfield water is presently supplied from 9 gravel packed
wells and 1 well field:

Cate Springs Well #1, located off Maple Street, pumps 1.100
gallons per minute (gpm).

Albertini Wells #2, 3, and 4, located off West Street, supply a
treatment facility that removes iron and manganese. Albertini
Well #2 pumps 300 gpm, Albertini Well #3 pumps 300 gpm,
and Albertini Well #4 pumps 300 gpm.

Mahana Well #6 pumps 700 gpm, and Morrison Well #10
pumps 695 gpm. Both are located off Plain Street in West
Mansfield.

Dustin Well #7 pumps 800 gpm, Prescott Well #8 pumps
700 gpm, and Prescott Well #9 pumps 500 gpm. These
wells, located in East Mansfield off of East Street, supply a
treatment facility that removes iron and manganese.

Walsh Wellfield pumps 1,042 gpm. The wellfield, located
off Gilbert St. in West Mansfield, also includes a treatment
facility that removes iron and manganese.

A small number of residences in West Mansfield are provided
water by the City of Attleboro Water System. The Town has
interconnections and agreements with the Towns of Easton,
Norton, and Foxborough, Massachusetts, to supply water in
emergency situations.

Source Water Assessment

he Source Water Assessment and Protection (SWADP)

Program established under the federal Safe Drinking
Water Act requires every state to inventory land uses
within the recharge areas of all pubic water supply
sources; assess the susceptibility of drinking water sources
to contamination from these land uses; and publicize the
results to provide support for improve protection. The
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
completed a Source Water Assessment and Protection
Program report for the Town of Mansfield on February
27, 2003. The area of influence for the Canoe River
basin was modified in 2013. Copies are available at the
Mansfield Water Division, 500B East Street, Mansfield,
MA 02048.
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Community Participation

he Mansfield Board of Selectmen also serve as

Water Commissioners for the Town. Unless posted
otherwise, the Board meets every Wednesday at 7 p.m. in
the Mansfield Town Hall, third-floor Conference Room
3A/B,, Six Park Row, Mansfield, MA. Water customers
are welcome to participate in these public meetings.

What Are PPCPs?

W’hen cleaning out your medicine cabinet, what
do you do with your expired pills? Many people
flush them down the toilet or toss them into the trash.
Although this seems convenient, these actions could
threaten our water supply.

Recent studies are generating a growing concern over
pharmaceuticals and personal care products (PPCPs)
entering water supplies. PPCPs include human and
veterinary drugs (prescription or over-the-counter) and
consumer products, such as cosmetics, fragrances, lotions,
sunscreens, and household cleaning products. From 2006
to 2010, the number of U.S. prescriptions increased 12
percent to a record 3.7 billion, while nonprescription drug
purchases held steady around 3.3 billion. Many of these
drugs and personal care products do not biodegrade and
may persist in the environment for years.

The best and most cost-effective way to ensure safe water
at the tap is to keep our source waters clean. Never flush
unused medications down the toilet or sink. Instead,
check to see if the pharmacy where you made your
purchase accepts medications for disposal, or contact
your local health department for information on proper
disposal methods and drop-off locations. You can also go
on the Web (www.carth911.com/recycling-guide/how-
to-recycle-unwanted-or-expired-medications) to find
more information about disposal locations in your area.

QUESTIONS?

For more information about this report, or for
any questions relating to your drinking water,
please call Town of Mansfield Water Operations
Manager Kurt E. Gaffney at (508) 261-7376.
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