Town of Mansfield
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

WARRANT
Adjourned to
May 7, 2019

MANSFIELD HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
EAST STREET, MANSFIELD
CALL TO ORDER: 7:00 PM

Town of Mansfield
WARRANT FOR THE ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
APRIL 9, 2019
BRISTOL, SS:
To either of the Constables of the Town of Mansfield in the County of Bristol;
GREETINGS:
IN THE NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, you are
hereby directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said town, qualified to vote in elections and
in town affairs, to meet at the Mansfield High School Auditorium, 250 East Street, Mansfield,
Massachusetts (Precincts One, Two, Three, Four, Five and Six) in said Mansfield on Tuesday,
April 9, 2019, at Seven o’clock in the afternoon, where and when such meeting may be
adjourned until Tuesday May 7, 2019, at Seven o’clock in the afternoon, or some other
convenient date and time, then and there to act on the following articles:
Article 1:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available
funds or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money to defray the expenses of the
Municipal Town departments for the ensuing 12-month period beginning July 1, 2019; or take
any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board

Explanation: This article (if approved) establishes the FY2020 budget appropriations for
municipal expenses, as well as all debt, insurance and employee benefits for all Town and
School departments.

Article 2:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available
funds or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money to defray the expenses of the
Mansfield Public School System for the ensuing 12-month period beginning July 1, 2019; or take
any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board for Mansfield School Committee

Explanation: This article (if approved) establishes the FY2020 budget appropriations for the
School Department.
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Article 3:
To see if the Town will vote that the income from sales of electricity to private
customers or for electricity supplied to municipal buildings, together with receipts from jobbing
accounts, be appropriated for the Municipal Electric Department, the whole to be expended by
the Manager of the Municipal Electric Department under the direction and control of the Select
Board acting as Electric Commissioners, for expenses of the Department for FY 2020, as defined
in Section 57 of Chapter 164 of the General Laws, and that, if said sum and said income shall
exceed said expense for said fiscal year, such excess shall be transferred to the construction fund
of said plant and appropriated and used for such additions thereto as may thereafter be authorized
by the Electric Commissioners; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board for Municipal Electric Commissioners

Explanation: This article (if approved) provides the appropriation from Electric Department
receipts for the Electric Department maintenance and plant operations for FY 2020.

Article 4:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate from Enterprise Fund
Revenue or any other source, transfer from available funds or borrow pursuant to any applicable
statute a sum of money to provide for the operations, maintenance, improvements, capital outlay,
debt service, and other costs related to the Water Enterprise Fund, Sewer Enterprise Fund,
Airport Enterprise Fund, and Parking Enterprise Fund for the ensuing 12 month period beginning
July 1, 2019; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR: Select Board

Explanation: This article (if approved) will establish the FY2020 budget appropriations for the
Water, Sewer, Airport, and Parking Enterprise Funds.

Article 5:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available
funds, or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money and/or to further amend,
increase, decrease, or otherwise adjust the appropriations voted at the May 15, 2018 Annual
Town Meeting for several Municipal Town departments for Fiscal Year 2019; or take any action
in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board

Explanation: These additional expenses have been incurred by the Town but were not
anticipated at the May 15, 2018 Annual Town Meeting. This article (if approved) will allow the
Town to pay for these unforeseen expenses.
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Article 6:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available
funds, or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money to pay for unpaid prior year’s
bills; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board

Explanation: In general, appropriated amounts at Town Meeting for one Fiscal Year cannot be
spent on a previous year’s expenditures without Town Meeting approval. This article (if
approved) will pay for these outstanding bills that are presently known to be unpaid from prior
Fiscal Years.

Article 7:
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or
borrow pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money to be spent by the Town Manager for
the purpose of the third of five equal sums of money to defray the expenses of the FY2022 FiveYear Revaluation of all properties in the Town as required by the Massachusetts Department of
Revenue; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board for Board of Assessors

Explanation: The Department of Revenue requires that the Board of Assessors revalue all
properties in Town once every five years. The last revaluation was in FY2017. The total cost of
this revaluation in FY2022 is estimated to be $125,000.00. This article (if approved) will pay a
sum of money towards this FY2022 revaluation.

Article 8:
To see if the Town will raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or
borrow pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money to be spent by the Town Manager for
the purpose of the third of ten equal sums of money to defray the expenses of the next ten-year
cyclical inspection of all properties in the Town as required by the Massachusetts Department of
Revenue; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board for Board of Assessors

Explanation: Every ten years, the Department of Revenue (“DOR”) requires the Town to
inspect all properties in the Town. If this inspection is not completed, the “DOR” may not allow
the Town to set a tax rate until this ten-year inspection is completed. The next cyclical
inspection is scheduled for FY 2024 and is estimated to cost $240,000.00 in FY 2024. This
article (if approved) will continue to fund this requirement now.
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Article 9:
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available
funds, or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money for various Capital
Improvements projects for the Town of Mansfield; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board for Capital Improvement Program Committee

Explanation: This article will contain several motions to fund the Capital Improvement
Program Committee’s recommended Town, School, Sewer Enterprise, Water Enterprise, Airport
Enterprise, and Parking Enterprise projects for Fiscal Year 2020. This article (if approved) will
fund the Capital Improvement Program Committee’s recommendations.

Article 10: To see if the Town will vote to rescind the unissued balances of borrowing
authorizations previously voted by the Town; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board

Explanation: The Town may have several capital projects that no longer need financing by
long-term borrowing. This article (if approved) will rescind the borrowing
authorization vote for the unused portion of the borrowing.

Article 11: To see if the Town will vote to accept for Fiscal Year 2020 M.G.L. Section 4 of
Chapter 73 of the Acts of 1986 as amended by Chapter 126 of the Acts of 1988, which allows
residents to receive one hundred percent (100%) of the available real estate tax exemptions as
described in M.G.L. Chapter 59 Section 5 Clauses 17D, 22, 22A, 22B, 22C, 22D, 22E, 22G,
37A, and 41C; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board for Board of Assessors

Explanation: This article is an annual article that (if approved) allows Town residents to
receive 100% of various real estate tax exemptions offered in the Mass. General Laws for Fiscal
Year 2020.

Article 12: To see if the Town will vote (1) to accept the provisions of Massachusetts
General Laws Chapter 59 Section 5K as amended; 2) to allow pursuant to Chapter 59 Section 5K
an approved representative, for persons physically unable, to provide such service to the Town;
and 3) to allow pursuant to Chapter 59 Section 5K the maximum reduction of real property tax
billing to be based on 125 volunteer service hours in a given tax year, rather than $1,500.00, or
take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board
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Explanation: The Town currently has a “Senior Tax Work-off Program”, which allows seniors
to volunteer their time to the Town in exchange for a reduction in their property tax bills of up to
$750. This article (if approved) would allow an approved representative to provide Senior Tax
Work-off Program services in place of a resident that is physically unable to perform such
services, and will also increase the property tax reduction limit to 125 hours of services provided
per Senior Tax Work-off participant.

Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to set the annual spending limits for each of the
Departmental revolving funds set forth in Mansfield Town Code Chapter 52 entitled “Revolving
Funds”, or to amend said Code to add or delete one or more revolving funds for the upcoming
fiscal year; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR: Select Board

Explanation: This article (if approved) will set the FY20 spending limit for all Town M.G.L.
Chapter 44 Section 53 E ½ revolving funds as estimated in the following chart:
Revolving Fund Name
Radio Master Box Fee
Ambulance Fee
Community Paramedicine
Inspections
Library Public Printing
Library Materials Replacement
Parks & Recreation

Total Annual Limit on Expenditures from Fund
$40,000.00
$100,000.00
$300,000.00
$225,000.00
$6,000.00
$5,000.00
$275,000.00
Totals
$951,000.00

Article 14: To see if the Town will raise and appropriate, transfer from available funds, or
borrow pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money to be expended by the Mansfield
Airport Commission with the approval of the Town Manager for the purpose of acquiring
avigation easements on or over various properties located in Norton, MA as required by the
Federal Aviation Administration; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR: Select Board for the Mansfield Airport Commission

Explanation: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is requiring that the Airport
Commission acquire avigation easements over seven parcels of land located in Norton, MA for
safety reasons to remove tree obstructions. The FAA has also mandated that these avigation
easements be acquired in order to continue Mansfield’s eligibility for receiving any other FAA
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grants. The FAA is also requiring that the Airport Commission acquire the easements first, and
then the FAA will reimburse the Airport Commission via a grant on a 90% Federal
reimbursement, 5% Mass. Department of Transportation reimbursement, and 5% local
contribution basis. This article (if approved) will fund the purchase of avigation easements in
Norton, MA for safety reasons to remove tree obstructions and so that the Town will continue to
be eligible for future FAA grants.

Article 15: To see if the Town will raise and appropriate, borrow, or transfer from available
funds a sum of money for deposit in the Employee Other Post-Employment Benefits (OPEB)
Liability Trust Fund; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board for Finance Committee

Explanation: The Town is required to pay a percentage of retirees’ medical, dental, and life
insurance costs. The Town’s total OPEB liability as of Fiscal Year 2018 is estimated at over
$81.5 million. This article (if approved) will transfer a sum of money into the OPEB Trust Fund
to offset some of those future costs.

Article 16: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available
funds, or borrow pursuant to any applicable statute a sum of money to be deposited in the
Town’s Capital Stabilization Fund; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board for Finance Committee

Explanation: The Town has established a Capital Stabilization Fund as allowed by M.G.L.
Chapter 40 Section 5B. This article (if approved) will transfer a sum of money into the Town’s
Capital Stabilization Fund to be used for current and future Capital Improvements throughout
the Town.

Article 17: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or transfer from
available funds a sum of money to be deposited in the Stabilization Fund; or take any action in
relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board for Finance Committee

Explanation: This article (if approved) will transfer a sum of money into the Town’s
Stabilization Fund. It can then be used for any lawful purpose as outlined in M.G.L. Chapter 40
Section 5B.
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Article 18: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or transfer from
available funds a sum of money to be deposited in the Future Payment of Accrued Liabilities for
Compensated Absences Reserve Fund; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board

Explanation: Compensated absences expenses must be paid to an employee when that employee
leaves Town employment. The Town’s estimated FY 2019 accrued liability for compensated
absences exceeds $1,000,000. This article (if approved) will deposit a sum of money into this
Reserve Fund and allow the Town Manager to pay compensated absence expenses as outlined in
M.G.L. Chapter 40 Section 13D.

Article 19: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or transfer from
available funds a sum of money to be deposited in the Special Injury Leave Indemnity Fund for
payment of injury leave compensation or medical bills incurred under M.G.L. Chapter 41
Section 111F; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board

Explanation: At the May 2, 2017 Annual Town Meeting, Town Meeting authorized the creation
of a Special Injury Leave Indemnity Fund for payment of police officers’ or firefighters’ injury
leave compensation or medical bills incurred under M.G.L. Chapter 41 Section 111F. These
bills can be costly and may continue for extended periods of time. This article (if approved) will
deposit a sum of money into this Indemnity Fund and allow the Town Manager to pay expenses
as outlined in M.G.L. Chapter 41 Section 111F 4th paragraph.

Article 20: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or transfer from
available funds a sum of money to be deposited in the Town’s Special Education Reserve Fund
to pay for unanticipated or unbudgeted costs of special education, out-of-district tuition, or
transportation under M.G.L. Chapter 40 Section 13E; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board

Explanation: At the May 2, 2017 Annual Town Meeting, Town Meeting authorized the creation
of a Special Education Reserve Fund for payment of certain Special Education – related
expenses. This article (if approved) will deposit a sum of money into this Reserve Fund and
allow the Mansfield School Committee (with the approval of the Select Board) to pay Special
Education – related expenses as outlined in M.G.L. Chapter 40 Section 13E.
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Article 21: To see if the Town will vote to amend the local excise tax imposed under Mass.
General Laws Chapter 64G Section 3A upon the transfer of occupancy of any room or rooms in
a bed and breakfast establishment, hotel, lodging house or motel located within the Town by any
operator to six percent of the total amounts of rent for each such occupancy; said six percent rate
to commence on July 1, 2019; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR: Select Board for Finance Committee

Explanation: In Article 6 of the November 16, 1985 Special Town Meeting, the Town voted to
adopt a 4% Local Occupancy Tax on all rents for rooms in a bed and breakfast establishment,
hotel, lodging house or motel located within the Town. This Local Occupancy Tax has not
increased in nearly thirty-four years. This article (if approved) will raise the Local Occupancy
Tax from its current 4% to 6% as of July 1, 2019.

Article 22: To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the Receipts
Reserved for Appropriation Insurance Reimbursements Over $150,000 Special Revenue Fund to
the General Fund; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR: Select Board

Explanation: As per M.G.L. Chapter 44 Section 53, all Town insurance proceeds that the Town
receives in excess of $150,000 must be appropriated at Town Meeting in order to be used to
purchase replacement equipment. This article (if approved) will transfer Town insurance
proceeds received in excess of $150,000 to the General Fund to purchase replacement
equipment.

Article 23: To see if the Town will vote to create a Southeastern Massachusetts Health Group
(SMHG) Employee Benefits Stabilization Fund commencing on May 7, 2019 as authorized by
M.G.L. Chapter 40 Section 5B; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR: Select Board for Finance Committee

Explanation: The Town left the Southeastern Massachusetts Health Group (SMHG) health and
dental insurance consortium in FY2018. The Town will receive one-time revenues from SMHG
that are related to the Town’s past health claims and payments. This article (if approved) will
create a Stabilization Fund for these one-time revenues and will allow Town Meeting voters to
vote to expend these funds for health insurance purposes.
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Article 24: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, borrow, or transfer from
available funds a sum of money to be deposited in the SMHG Employee Benefits Stabilization
Fund; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR:

Select Board for Finance Committee

Explanation: This article (if approved) will transfer a sum of money into the Town’s newly
created SMHG Employee Benefits Stabilization Fund. It can then be used for any lawful purpose
as outlined in M.G.L. Chapter 40 Section 5B.

Article 25: To see if the Town will vote to transfer a sum of money from the SMHG Employee
Benefits Stabilization Fund to be spent by the Town Manager for the purpose of funding
Employee Benefits-related expenses in Fiscal Year 2020; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR: Select Board for Finance Committee
Explanation: This article (if approved) will transfer a sum of money out of the Town’s newly
created SMHG Employee Benefits Stabilization Fund to pay for Employee Benefit-related
expenses in FY2020. Those expenses will be identified and paid for at the direction of the Town
Manager.

Article 26: To see if the Town will authorize the Mansfield School Committee to enter into a
Computer Equipment contract for a period in excess of three years, for a total contract not to
exceed four years; or take any action in relation thereto.
SPONSOR: Select Board for Mansfield School Committee

Explanation: Mass. General Laws Chapter 30B (the Uniform Procurement Act) Section 12
requires that all Town contracts that will exceed three years in length must be approved by Town
Meeting. The School Department wants to lease Chromebooks and other computer equipment
for four years to initiate and maintain a district-wide technology-based learning initiative. This
article (if approved) will allow the School Department to enter into a four year lease agreement
with a vendor for computer equipment.

Article 27: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to acquire by purchase,
gift, or eminent domain permanent and temporary easements over and under all or any portions
of the following properties for the transmission of electricity, including but not limited to for the
installation, construction, maintenance, repair, use, and operation of electric facilities and
improvements and access thereto; or take any action in relation thereto.
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Assessor ID
Map 12, Lot 16
Map 38, Lot 52
Map 24, Lot 9

Property Address
328 School Stand, also known
as 280 School Street
386 Franklin Street
42 Park Street

Supposed Owner
Route 140 School Street LLC
Joseph Richard Hallowell, Jr.
Edward W. O’Malley &
Christine A. O’MalleyO’Malley Family Revocable
Trust

SPONSOR: Select Board for Municipal Electric Commissioners

Explanation: This article (if approved) will allow the Town to acquire easements on the private
properties listed above for the Mansfield Municipal Electric Department and other appropriate
Utility Companies to install Electric distribution, cable, and telephone wires and equipment for
the delivery and measurement of electricity.

Article 28: To see if the Town will amend Article II of Chapter 86 of the Town of Mansfield
Town Code by replacing section 81-17 with the following sections 81-17 as follows; or take any
action in relation thereto.

Article II. Mechanical Protection Devices
§ 81-17. Appeals:
If an alarm user wishes to contest the imposed fine, they may do so my making a written request
for a non-criminal hearing to the Clerk Magistrate at the Attleboro District Court and enclosing a
copy of the citation within 21 days of the date that the citation is received either in hand to the
Alarm-User or his/her representative or by Certified Mail.
SPONSOR: Select Board

Explanation: In Article 41 of the May 15th, 2018 Annual Town Meeting, Town Meeting voters
adopted new additions to the Town Code related to Mechanical Protection Devices. In those
additions, an appeals process for any imposed fine was inadvertently omitted. This article (if
approved) will allow for an appeals process for any fine imposed under Article II of Chapter 86
of the Town of Mansfield Town Code.

Article 29: To see if the Town will amend Chapter I § 1-7 of the Town of Mansfield Town
Code as follows; or take any action in relation thereto.
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Violation

Penalty

Install or construct septic system without a permit or
Mansfield Board of Health Approval
Pump or haul offal without a permit
Failure to submit pumping records within 30 days of
pumping system
Sewage overflow
Drill a well without a permit
Not submitting well results within 30 days
Use a septic system without a certificate of compliance
Backfill a septic system without an inspection
Occupy with a change of use without Mansfield Board of
Health approval

Violation
Dump or discharge sewage or septage in unauthorized
location
Not submitting Title V reports within 30 days of inspection
Not submitting soil evaluator records in 60 days
Hauling rubbish without a license
Disposing of rubbish in an unauthorized location
Selling a house without a Title V inspection
State Sanitary & Environmental Codes
310 CMR 15 State Environmental Code, Title V: Standard
requirements for the siting, construction, inspection, upgrade,
and expansion of on-site sewage
105 CMR 590 State sanitary code chapter X: Minimum
sanitation standards for food establishments
105 CMR 410 Minimum standards of fitness for human
habitation (State Sanitary Code, chapter II)
105 CMR 123: Tanning facilities
105 CMR 435: State sanitary code chapter V: Sanitary
standards for swimming pools
210 CMR 7: Air Pollution Control
310 CMR 16: Site Assignment for Solid Waste Facilities
310 CMR 19: Solid Waste Facility Regulations
MGL c. 111, §122 Regulations relative to nuisances;
examinations
Town of Mansfield Board of Health Regulations
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$200
$200
$50; each day a separate offense
$50; each day a separate offense
$200
$50
$50; each day a separate offense
$200
$50; each day a separate offense

Penalty
$200
$50; each day a separate offense
$50
$200; each day a separate
offense
$200
$200

$50; each day a separate offense

$50; each day a separate offense
$50; each day a separate offense
$50; each day a separate offense
$50; each day a separate offense
$50; each day a separate offense
$50; each day a separate offense
$50; each day a separate offense
$50; each day a separate offense
$50; each day a separate offense

SPONSOR: Select Board

Explanation: The Town Code does not contain any enforcement mechanism for many Board of
Health-related regulations. This article (if approved) will add the above named non-criminal
violation fines to the Town Code.

Article 30: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to transfer to the
Conservation Commission the care, custody, management, and control of a certain parcel of land
off Gilbert Street Rear, Mansfield, as shown on Assessors’ Map 4, Parcel 18, containing 11.4
acres, for the conservation, open space, and passive recreational purposes in perpetuity to be held
and administered by the Commission pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40 Section 8C; or take any
action in relation thereto.
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SPONSOR: Select Board for Conservation Commission
Page 13 of 32

Explanation: The property was deeded to the Town of Mansfield in 2016 and abuts land owned
by the Conservation Commission, the Town of Mansfield, and the Mansfield Natural Resources
Trust.

Article 31: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to transfer to the
Conservation Commission the care, custody, management, and control of a certain parcel of land
on the westerly side of South Main Street, Mansfield, as shown on Assessors’ Map 14, Parcel 20,
containing 1.3 acres, for the conservation, open space, and passive recreational purposes in
perpetuity to be held and administered by the Commission pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40
Section 8C; or take any action in relation thereto.
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SPONSOR: Select Board for Conservation Commission
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Explanation: The property was taken for taxes in 1999 and has been on the plan for acquisition
for some years. The property abuts the Great Woods conservation area. The parcel will be
added to the existing conservation land with plans to provide a second access to the Great
Woods Taylor’s Hill trail system for walking and hiking.

Article 32: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Select Board to transfer to the
Conservation Commission the care, custody, management, and control of a certain parcel of land
as shown on Assessors’ Map 32, Parcel 12, containing 7.43 acres, for the conservation, open
space, and passive recreational purposes in perpetuity to be held and administered by the
Commission pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40 Section 8C; or take any action in relation thereto.
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SPONSOR: Select Board for Conservation Commission
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Explanation: The property was donated to the Town in 2015 and abuts property owned by the
Town of Mansfield and the Mansfield Natural Resources Trust.

Article 33: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Zoning By-laws as stated in
Section 230-4.4 of the Town of Mansfield Town Code as follows; or take any action in relation
thereto. (Proposed changes are highlighted in bold type):
230-4.4 Off Street Parking and Loading
Land Use
General Business, or commercial, personal
services (barber, hair dresser, and tailor),
department stores, drug stores, variety stores,
medical centers, and outpatient clinics; banks,
bowling alleys, and business, professional and
other offices less than 25,000 square feet.
Restaurant

Minimum Number of Off-Street Parking
Spaces
1 per 200 square feet of gross floor area. In B1
and B2, 1 per 1,000 square feet of gross floor
area.

1 per 4 seats; in B1 and B2, 1 space per 1,000
square feet of gross floor area. In the B1 and
B2 zones, off-street parking is not required
where valet parking is provided. Only for
conversion to restaurant use in the B1 and
B2 zones, the Planning Board may waive the
off-street parking requirement as part of
site plan or special permit approval based
upon alternate parking solutions. ADAcompliant parking must still be provided.

SPONSOR: Select Board for Planning Board

Explanation: The intent of the proposed amendment to restaurant parking in the B1 and B2
zones, the traditional downtown, is two-fold. First, to have parity with parking for
commercial/retail space; and second, to allow the Planning Board the opportunity to examine
the existing parking situation in light of input on downtown parking by Nelson-Nygaard’s, the
Town’s parking consultant, regarding when a building or a portion thereof is proposed to be
converted to a restaurant.

Article 34: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Zoning By-laws as stated in
Section 230-1.5 of the Town of Mansfield Town Code as follows; or take any action in relation
thereto.
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230-1.5 Definitions
Marquee Sign – Marquee signs are permitted in the Downtown Business Zones and the
Reservoir District only and are defined as follows: a structure projecting over the entrance, or
from the façade of a theatrical entertainment center, art gallery or museum, commonly
containing signage stating the name of the establishment and may also display the event or
performance and cast currently appearing or soon to appear at that location. Events must be held
on the premises. Signs may be permitted to overhang a sidewalk or project from the front face
of a building, provided that they do not exceed twelve (12) square feet per side in area. Such
signs shall not project more than two feet (2’) from the front face of the building wall and shall
be at least eight feet (8’) above the ground. A marquee sign may be internally illuminated, bulb
lit or ground lit. Flashing, animated, moving or otherwise distracting marquee signs are not
permitted.
While the preceding paragraph defines the maximum dimensions of a marquee sign in
Mansfield’s Downtown Business Zones, it is the specific intent of the following paragraph to
allow for larger marquee signs in the Reservoir District.
Marquee signs in the Reservoir District may not be allowed to overhang a public sidewalk by
more than two feet (2’), but may be allowed to project from the face of the building up to six feet
(6’) and may contain up to thirty-two (32) square feet per side. The lowest point of the marquee
sign shall be no less than eight feet (8’) above the ground.
SPONSOR: Select Board for Planning Board

Explanation: This proposed amendment would allow a traditional theater type marquee sign to
once again be used in Mansfield at a museum, art gallery or performing arts center such as the
to be constructed Mansfield Music and Arts Society building on South Main Street.

Article 35: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Zoning By-laws as stated in
Section 230-1.5 of the Town of Mansfield Town Code as follows; or take any action in relation
thereto.
Amusement
Family Entertainment Center – 65,000 square foot or smaller, indoor facility or facilities that
provides a variety of amusement opportunities. These uses may include, but are not limited to, a
skating rink, theater, cinema, bowling alley, arcade, indoor golf or other sports simulation, art
studio-like enrichment activities or other uses, as well as food and beverage offerings.
Adult bookstore, adult motion picture theater, adult paraphernalia store, adult video store and
adult cabaret are specifically excluded from this definition.
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SPONSOR: Select Board for Planning Board

Explanation: The purpose of this proposed amendment is two-fold. First, to bring our
Amusement definition in line with what is being built in the market today. And second, to allow
local business owners to attract tenants to currently vacant spaces that will provide the type of
family entertainment that Mansfield does not have today.

Article 36: To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town Zoning By-laws related to the
North Main Street Business Overlay District map as follows; or take any action in relation
thereto.
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EXISTING DISTRICT:
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PROPOSED DISTRICT:

SPONSOR: Select Board for Planning Board
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Explanation: The intent of the reduction in size of the North Main Street Business Overlay
District is to better focus new development and redevelopment near the train station in the
traditional core of downtown. North Main Street is developed less densely south of Villa Street
and just east of North Main Street. Therefore, we are asking Town Meeting to amend the
overlay district map to significantly reduce the size of the district in order to reduce development
impacts on adjacent, less densely developed neighborhoods.

Article 37: Citizens Petition:
“I move the Town vote to amend the Town’s Zoning Bylaw, Chapter 230, to the extent
necessary to change the Schedule of Principal Use Regulations, Section 4.2B, of the Zoning Bylaws for the Central Business District, B1, and the Downtown Mixed Use District, B2, as shown
below of the Zoning Bylaw, Schedule 4.2B, Density and Dimensional Regulations Business and
Industrial Districts to provide a Maximum Building Height By Right of 36 for the Central
Business District, B1, and the Downtown Mixed Use District, B2.”
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Schedule
4.2B
Density and Dimensional
Regulations Business and
Industrial Districts [Amended 412-2016 ATM by Art, 27]

Maximum floor area
ratio
By right
Retail
Office
Other nonresidential
Residential
Business/Residential
Special permit
(§230-4.9)
Green
building/sustainable
development (§ 2304.9A)
Research and
development
Biotechnology
Light manufacturing
General
manufacturing
Minimum lot size
(square feet)
Minimum open space
(percent)
Maximum building
height
Minimum frontage
(feet)
Minimum setbacks
(feet)
Front
Side
Rear

B1

B2

B3

B4

PBD

11

12

13

TOD

2.0
2.0
2.0
--2.5
---

1.0
1.0
1.0
0.5
1.5
---

0.25
0.25
0.25
-------

0.50
0.60
0.60
--0.80
---

--0.75
0.60
----0.75

0.40
0.40
0.40
----0.75

--0.25
0.25
-----

0.25
0.25
0.25
0.25
0.25
---

0.50
0.75
0.75
0.50
2.0
---

---

---

---

---

0.85

---

---

---

---

---

---

---

---

0.75

0.40

---

---

---

-----

-----

-----

-----

0.75
0.75
0.75

0.40
0.40
0.40

-------

-------

-------

---

---

---

---

---

---

35%

35%

35%

35%

---

45
36

45
36

45

45

90

60

45

45

45

---

---

100

100

200

200

50

50

50

-------

-------

50
20
20

30
20
40

50
20
20

50
20
20

50
20
20

50
20
20

0
0
25

15,000 15,000 40,000 40,000 15,000 15,000 40,000
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SPONSOR: Mark A. Tarlton and 12 others

Explanation:The purpose of this article is to reduce the maximum building heights allowable by
right in the Downtown areas of Mansfield on a temporary basis.
The intent of this is to take a pause from recent development and to evaluate the opportunities in
the Downtown and surrounding area. We ask that Town Management, the planning board and
the zoning board authority develop a specific and factually supported master plan for these two
districts. This is so that the Town of Mansfield can have a clear vision for the Downtown area
with support for zoning that encourages successful development, that supports the culture of
Mansfield, that gives recreational and retail opportunities for residents and that truly enhances
the tax base.
After this review is accomplished and presented, Town Management is encouraged to submit
appropriate changes to zoning regulations as necessary and allow the Downtown area to thrive
and succeed.”

Article 38: Citizens Petition:
“To see if the Town will vote to amend the Town of Mansfield Zoning By-laws and adopt the
following new Section 230-3.4M: Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing or
Research allowed by Special Permit in the I-2 district, as set out in the attachment hereto as
Exhibit A, or take any action in relation thereto.
230-3.4M

Recreational Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing or
Research Special Permit

A. Purpose
The Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing or Research of recreational
marijuana may be allowed by special permit granted by the Planning Board in the I-2
Zoning District as shown on the existing Town of Mansfield Zoning Map printed
07/24/2018.
The purpose of this bylaw is to establish a local process for the locating, permitting and
regulation of Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing or Research for
marijuana in accordance with MGL 64N and MGL 94G; to protect the health, safety and
general welfare of the inhabitants of the Town of Mansfield; and to properly locate the
subject uses in order that the uses have the minimal possible exposure to Mansfield’s
children and impact on housing values, and to provide a destination location that is
consistent with other allowed activities in the I-2 zoning district.
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B. Definitions
Host Community: a municipality in which a marijuana establishment is located or in
which an applicant has proposed locating an establishment.
Independent Testing Laboratory: a laboratory that is licensed by the commission and
is: (i) accredited to the most current International Organization for Standardization 17025
by a third-party accrediting body that is a signatory to the International Laboratory
Accreditation Cooperation mutual recognition arrangement or that is otherwise approved
by the commission; (ii) independent financially from any medical marijuana treatment
center or licensee or marijuana establishment for which it conducts a test; and (iii)
qualified to test marijuana in compliance with regulations promulgated by the
commission pursuant to G.L. c. 94G.
Manufacture: to compound, blend, extract, infuse or otherwise make or prepare a
marijuana product.
Marijuana: All parts of any plant of the genus Cannabis, not excepted below and
whether growing or not; the seeds thereof; and resin extracted from any part of the plant;
and every compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of the plant,
its seeds or resin including tetrahydrocannabinol as defined in section 1 of chapter 94C;
provided that “Marijuana shall not include: (i) The mature stalk of the plant, fiber
produced from the stalks, oil, or cake make from the seeds of the plant, any other
compound, manufacture, salt, derivative, mixture or preparation of the mature stalks,
fiber, oil, cake made from the seeds of the plant or the sterilized seed of the plant that is
incapable of germination; (ii) hemp; or (iii) the weight of any other ingredient combined
with marijuana to prepare topical or oral administrations, food, drink or other products.
Marijuana Establishment: A marijuana cultivator, craft marijuana cooperative,
marijuana product manufacturer, marijuana retailer, independent testing laboratory,
marijuana research facility, marijuana transporter, or any other type of licensed
marijuana-related business, except a medical marijuana treatment center.
Marijuana Product Manufacturer: An entity licensed to obtain, manufacture, process
and package marijuana and marijuana products, to deliver marijuana and marijuana
products to marijuana establishments and to transfer marijuana and marijuana products to
other marijuana establishments, but not to consumers.
Marijuana Products: Products that have been manufactured and contain marijuana or
an extract from marijuana, including concentrated forms of marijuana and products
composed of marijuana and other ingredients that are intended for use or consumption,
including edible products, beverages, topical products, ointments, oils and tinctures.
Marijuana Research Facility:
An academic institution, non-profit corporation or
domestic corporation or entity authorized to do business in the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts. A marijuana research facility may cultivate, purchase or otherwise
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acquire marijuana for the purpose of conducting research regarding marijuana and
marijuana products. Any research involving humans must be authorized by an
Institutional Review Board. A marijuana research facility may not sell marijuana it has
cultivated.
Marijuana Testing Facility: An entity licensed to test marijuana products, including
certification for potency and the presence of contaminants.

C. Applicability
1. Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing or Research shall be
permitted by Special Permit in the I-2 zoning district.
2. The Planning Board shall be the special permit granting authority for all Marijuana
Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing or Research.
3. A special permit application may be made for one or more of the three uses: (1)
Manufacturing (2) Independent Laboratory Testing (3) Research.
4. The Special Permit Granting Authority may only grant a special permit for a use
permitted by the bylaw if such use is proposed to be carried out completely within the
confines of a building on a lot that has a minimum size of four (4) acres.
5. All Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing or Research Special
Permit applications shall provide all applications, fees, plans, and information
identified in Section 5.5, Special Permits, of this zoning bylaw.
6. Application for a special permit shall be filed by the petitioner with the Town
Clerk and the Special Permit Granting Authority. Notice of public hearing shall be
given in accordance with MGL Chapter 40A, Section 11. Public hearing shall be held
within sixty-five (65) days from the date of filing said application. The decision of
the Special Permit Granting Authority shall be made within ninety (90) days of the
public hearing and decision may be extended by written agreement between the
petitioner and the Special Permit Granting Authority. A copy of the agreement shall
be filed with the Town Clerk.
D. Special Permit Consideration
No special permit shall be issued to any person convicted of violating the provisions of
MGL Chapter 119, Section 63 or MGL Chapter 272, Section 28. Special permits granted
under the provisions of this bylaw are non-transferable. All Recreational Marijuana
special permits may be granted under this bylaw for a term not to exceed five years,
which may be renewed, unless complaints are filed based upon violations of the standards
set forth in this section. In the event of complaints, the Special Permit Granting
Authority shall hold a public hearing to hear said complaints before considering renewal
of the special permit.
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Special permits granted under this section shall lapse within three years if a substantial
use thereof has not sooner commenced except for good cause or, in the case of permit for
construction, if construction has not begun by such date except for good cause.
In considering a special permit application, the Special Permit Granting Authority shall
take the following into consideration:
a. Impact on the health, safety, convenience, general welfare and amenities of the
inhabitants of the Town;
b. Effects on adjoining premises, neighborhood character, social structure, and
community values and standards;
c. Vehicular and pedestrian traffic convenience, safety, and adequacy, including
an assessment of movement within the site and in relation to adjacent streets,
properties, or improvements;
d. Adequacy of municipal facilities and services, including but not limited to, fire and
police protection, water provision, and wastewater disposal;
e. Effects on the natural environment; and
f. Fiscal impacts, including effect on the tax and employment base, municipal finances,
and property values.
In addition, the Special Permit Granting Authority shall take the following into
consideration:
The premises provide adequate security for the marijuana products that are used in the
operation for which the special permit is sought.
Traffic generated by the operation shall be that which is normal and customary for other
business operations in the I-2 zoning district.
No special permit shall be issued for a Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory
Testing or Research use unless the use(s) conforms to the following minimum setback
(distance) requirements.
Public/Private Schools
500 feet
Day Care Center
500 feet
Such distances shall be measured building to building.

Application Process
1.The application process for a special permit for a Marijuana Manufacturing,
Independent Laboratory Testing or Research facility shall comply with all the
requirements of Section 5.5, Special Permits.
Each application shall demonstrate a safe, secure structure and parking area in a nonintrusive manner, in the opinion of the Special Permit Granting Authority.
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All special permit public hearings shall be conducted in accordance with MGL
Chapter 40A.
2. Before submitting the application for a Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent
Laboratory Testing or Research Special Permit, the applicant shall schedule an
appointment to meet with staff to discuss the procedure for approval of a special
permit for the project, including submittal requirements and site standards. At the
conclusion of the meeting(s), staff will prepare summary notes/minutes of the
meetings for distribution.
Design Standards
1. All landscaping and screening and exterior lighting shall conform to Section 230-4.3
of the Mansfield Zoning Bylaw.
2. All parking shall conform to Section 230-4.4 of the Mansfield Zoning Bylaw.
3. Signage: One three foot (3’) by five foot (5’) wall sign containing the name of the
establishment may be permitted on the exterior wall above the public entrance.
The following types of signage are strictly prohibited:
Internally illuminated signage;
Off-site signage;
Outdoor advertising signs;
A-frame or sandwich board style signs;
Simulated product;
4. Context Map: A map depicting all lots and land uses within a 500-foot radius
of the building that is intended to be used as the building that contains the operation
proposed for the special permit.
Special Permit Conditions
The Planning Board shall impose conditions reasonably appropriate to improve site
design, traffic flow, public safety, air quality, and preserve the character of the
surrounding area and otherwise serve the purpose of this Section. In addition to any
specific conditions applicable in the applicant’s Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent
Laboratory Testing or Research application, the Planning Board shall include the
following conditions in any special permit under this section:
1. The permit holder shall provide to the Building Inspector, Police and Fire
Departments and the Board of Health the name, telephone number and electronic
mail address of a contact person in the event that such person needs to be
contacted after regular business hours to address an urgent issue. Such contact
information shall be kept updated by the permit holder.
2. The designated contact person(s) shall notify in writing the Police and Fire
Departments, Building Inspector, Board of Health and the Planning Board within
a minimum twelve (12) hours following a violation, potential violation, or any
attempts to violate any applicable law, or any criminal, potential criminal, or
attempted criminal activities as a Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent
Laboratory Testing or Research facility under this section.
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3. The special permit shall lapse within five (5) years of its issuance. If the permit
holder wishes to renew the special permit, an application to renew the special
permit must be submitted at least 120 days prior to the expiration of the special
permit.
4. The design of any new building, façade or signage shall be constructed exactly as
approved by the Planning Board. Any deviations from the approved plan shall be
approved by the Planning Board or the special permit shall be void.
5. The special permit shall be limited to the current applicant and shall lapse if the
permit holder ceases operating the Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent
Laboratory Testing or Research operation.
Prohibited Uses
No person shall use or consume, or attempt to use or consume any marijuana product as
defined herein, in or upon any public place or place to which the public has a right of
access as invitees or licensees, including, but not limited to all public ways, roads,
sidewalks, parking lots, parks and commons, town-owned open space or land owned by
or managed by the Conservation Commission, cemeteries, municipal buildings and the
grounds appurtenant thereto, and schools and the grounds and athletic fields appurtenant
thereto and which shall include any motor vehicle or bicycle when parked or moving
upon any of the aforementioned places or locations. A violation of this bylaw shall be
deemed a breach of the peace.
No consumption of purchased product may occur on site or within a vehicle parked on
site.
Outdoor marketing events, outdoor promotions or outdoor gathering or displays are
strictly prohibited.
E. Host Community Agreement
Pursuant to G. L. c. 94G, §3(d) a Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing
or Research facility seeking to conduct business in Mansfield shall execute an agreement
with the Town of Mansfield that may include a community impact fee; provided however
that the community impact fee shall be reasonably related to the costs imposed by the Town
by the operation of the Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing or
Research facility and shall not amount to more than 3 per cent of the gross sales of the
Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing or Research facility or be
effective for longer than 5 years. Any cost to the Town of Mansfield imposed by the
operation of a Marijuana Manufacturing, Independent Laboratory Testing or Research
facility shall be documented and considered a public record as defined by Massachusetts
law.
F. Severability; Conflict with Other Laws
To the extent a conflict exists between this bylaw and other bylaws of the Town of
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Mansfield, the more restrictive provisions shall apply.
If a court of competent jurisdiction holds any provision of this bylaw invalid, the remainder
of the bylaw shall not be affected thereby. The invalidity of any section or sections, or part
of any section or sections, of this bylaw shall not affect the validity of the remaining sections or
parts of sections or any other bylaws of the Town of Mansfield.”
Recreational Marijuana Uses

Residential
R1 R2 R3 R
Cultivation and Craft Marijuana (use continued
below)
Cultivator Cooperative
N N N N
Microbusiness
N N N N
Manufacturing
N N N N
Independent Testing
Laboratory
N N N N
Retail (brick and mortar)
N N N N
Retail (delivery only)
N N N N
Third Party Transporter
N N N N
Existing License Transporter
N N N N
Research
N N N N
Social Consumption - primary
use
N N N N
Social Consumption – mixed
use
N N N N

Business
Industrial
B1 B2 B3 B4 PBD I1 I2 I3 A TOD SPA

N
N
N

N
N
N

N
N
N

N
N
N

S
N
N

N
N
N

N
N
S

N
N
N

N N
N N
N N

Y
N
Y

N
N
N
N
N
N

N
N
N
N
N
N

N
N
N
N
N
N

N
N
N
N
N
N

N
N
N
N
N
N

N
S
N
N
N
N

S
N
N
N
N
S

N
N
N
N
N
N

N
N
N
N
N
N

N
N
N
N
N
N

Y
Y
N
N
N
Y

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N

N N

N

SPONSOR: Thomas F. Sheehan, Jr. and 15 others

Explanation: None Provided.
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Given under our hands this 20th day of March, 2019

________________________________
Michael A. Trowbridge, Sr., Chairperson

_________________________________
Jess Aptowitz, Vice Chairperson

________________________________
Steven Schoonveld, Clerk

_________________________________
Frank DelVecchio, Select Board Member

________________________________
Neil Rhein, Select Board Member

SELECT BOARD OF MANSFIELD

Pursuant to the foregoing warrant, I have this 21st day in March, 2019 notified the inhabitants of
the Town of Mansfield by posting up true and attested copies at Mansfield Town Hall, Mansfield
Public Library, Super Stop and Shop, Shaw’s Supermarket and Old Country Store in said Town.

________________________________
Constable of Mansfield

A True Copy of Notice and Return:

________________________________
Marianne E. Staples, CMMC
Town Clerk of Mansfield
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